
January 24, 1 9 86 LB 663

CLERK: 25 ay e s , 0 nays on adoption of Senator Hall ' s
amendment, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The Hall amendment is adopted,

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Labedz would move to amend
t he b i l l .

P RES!DENT: S e n a t o r La b e d z .

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Tha n k y o u , Mr. Pr e s i d e n t . Th e amendment
that I am proposing to LB 663 makes more specific the
qualifications to be minimum standards for persons giving
abortion information and providing the abortion counseling.
I n a n A k r o n ca se wh i ch i s the basis for LB 663 that I
introduced last year, the United States Supreme C ourt s a i d
t he f o l l o w i n g an d I qu o t e : "We cannot say that the woman' s
consent to the abortion will not be informed if a physician
delegates the counseling to another qu a l i f i ed i nd i vi d u a l , "
and I stress the word qualified. " In s o holding," it went
o n to s a y , "we do nct suggest that the state is powerless to
vindicate the interest in making certain the important and
stressful decision to abort is made with the full knowledge
of its nature and consequences. A state may define the
physician's responsibility t o i n c l u de v e r i f i ca t i on that
a dequate c ounse l i n g h a s been provided and that the woman' s
c onsent i s i n f or m e d . In addition the state may establish
reasonable minimum qualifications f or t ho se p eop l e wh o
perform the primary counseling function." Now, I go on t o
say myself since the abortion doctor cannot b e requ i r e d t o
personally counsel the woman seeking abortion, my amendment
lists the requirements for t h ose wh o d o p r ovi d e the
counseling and that it would require those persons to have
some type of training in sexual and reproductive health in
abortion technology. Also in contraceptive t echnology , i n
short-term counseling skills, in community resources and
referral and informed consent, all of which are approved in

PRESIDENT: (Gavel. ) Cou l d w e h ave or de r , p l e as e , we can' t
hear t h e s p e aker .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank y o u , Mr . P res i d e n t . I h o p e I am
s peaking l oud eno u g h . If not, please advise me. The
abort i on do c t o r h as the discretion to decide w hether t h e s e

t he . . .
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